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other standard whatever than itself, and conse- 
quently by none of the known laws of the me- 
chanics, statics, physics, or chemistry. All the 
judgments and explanations which have been 
attempted for centuries, when weighed against 
pure experience, when submitted to impar- 
tial examination, have constantly been found 
to be forced and groundless. 

And yet, after all the countless deceptions 
of this kind, the Physiologists and Pathologists 
returned to the old leaven without intermis- 
sion. They did so, not because they found 
any probability that through their hypotheses 
they should produce an explanation which 
should be useful to the healing art, but because 
they sought to establish the chief element of sci- 
ence, and their own highest glory, by explaining 
too much, even that which from its nature is in- 
explicable. 

They supposed that the abnormal conditions 
of the human body, (diseases,) could not be 
medically treated, unless they could in a fa- 
miliar manner, perceive the fundamental laws 
of both the normal and abnormal states of the 
human system. This was the first and chief 
mistake with which they misled themselves 
and the world. This was the unhappj*con- 
ceit which made the art of healing, fretn.-Ga- 
len’s time, a field for the strangest, anu’fre- 
quently the most self-destroying hypotheses, 
explanations, demonstrations, conjectures, 
dogmas, and systems, whose injuries were in- 
conceivable. 

It was impressed upon the student, that he 
would be master of the art of knowing and 
curing diseases, as soon as he had filled his 
brain with those groundless hypotheses, which 
seemed appropriate to the object of unsettling 
his common sense, of removing him as far as 
possible from the true observance of diseases 
and their cure. 

It was, indeed, ascertained by numerous 
observations, which forced themselves upon 
the notice, of even the indifferent observer, 
that the physiology and pathology, which were 
derived from atomic and chemical principles, 
were a mistaken doctrine, bet to avoid this 
error, men went astray, on the other hand, 
still persisting in the idea that the nature of 
medical science consisted in explaining every 
thing in the not less injurious, but opposite 
path of superstition. 

At times they formed in fancy a spiritual 
something, which conducted and governed the 
whole organism, both in its healthy and dis- 
eased course (Helmont’s Archeus, Stahl’s 





Korperseele.) At times they imagined thy 
they had found the origin of bodily constity. 
tions and temperaments, as also that of Partic. 
ular diseases and of epidemics, in a certain 
influence of heavenly bodies millions of miles 
off, and in the constellations of the planets, 
times (according to the latest and most exten. 
sively-adopted error founded on ancient folly,) 
the human body developed itself in a triple 
form, according to the primitive and mystic 
number three, (miscrocosmus, macrocosmus,) 
and was thus to be minutely explained, by 
our miserably deficient knowledge of the 
great whole. And thus gloomy mysticism, 
unintelligible even to itself and poetic deliriug 
were to bring to light that which clear physics 
and chemistry had failed in doing—the astro). 
ogy of ancient times, the natural philosophy 
of modern. 

In this way, when the question was as to 
health, and diseases, and their cure, did the 
leaders of medical sects and their followers 
still wander, sometimes nearer, and sometiwes 
farther from truth, and thousands of folios, 
quartos, and octavos, teach us, that all these 
immense exertions were both injurious and 
foolish, and inspire us with horror at sucha 
mania for explanation, and with compassion 
for the time and labor devoted to it. 

If, now, these physiological refiements, and 
these attempts at pathological explanation, are 
in their peculiar object, the healing of diseases, 
rather injurious than beneficial, as ro unpre. 
judiced mind can deny,—what is their ob- 
ject ? 

“The physician,” I hear it answered, “ must 
have a guiding theoretic pricipie on which he 
can arrange his reflections and actions, and to 
which he can recur by the patient's bedside. 
Every artist who does not work merely me- 
chanically, wishes to have present to his mind 
while he labours, some connection of ideas, 
as to the nature of the object to be worked, 
and the form of the state into which he is to 
bring it” 

“Yes,” I answer, ‘‘ but sucha clue must 
neither be a flimsy cobweb or a lying guide— 
if so, it is worse than none at all.” 

It is certain that the materials of the me- 
chanical workman, have physical and chemi- 
cal properties, and cannot be well and judi- 
ciously handled, unless the workman has as 
perfect a knowledge as possible of the quali- 
ties. 

Very different is the case in the manage- 
ment of those objects whose existence consists 
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5 only in living appearances, that is, in the man- 


agement of the living human body when we 
ould change its diseased condition into health 
as in the medical art ; and in the management 
of the human mind, in order to develope or 
elevate it, as in the science of education. In 
both cases, the object to be acted upon cannot 


the dyer. 
Neither physician nor teacher, then, can, | 


when operating on the human body or mind, 
possibly require such a previous knowledge of 
their object, as will lead them directly and at 
ence tothe end of their labour, in the same 
way a3 the worker in the metals, the tanner, 
and other mechanics are guided and led by the 
hand, so to speak, to their work, and to its 
completion by their physical and chemical 
knowledge of their materials. Both require, 





which enables them to stand related to each 
other, unphysically and unchemically, so en- 
tirely contrary to their original nature, which 
vivifies and influences them in this union to 
such exertions of volition, (exertions which 
deviate from all known rules of mechanics, 


| from all chemical processes, and all physieal 
be judged of, and treated by physical and che- | | Phenomena,) this fundamental principle can- 
mical laws, like the metals of tue worker in ‘not be studied as a separates existence—it al- 
metal, the wood of the turner, or the color of | lows of remote conjectures only, it forever 


| baflles all inquiry, and all observation. No 
mortal knows the substratum of vitality, or the 
a priort inner regulation of the living organ- 
ism ; no mortal can ever excogitate or express 
even a shadow of it in human language, 
whether prose or poetry ; it would be pure 
fiction or nonsense. 

Throughout more than two thousand years, 
during which, men have made a boast of their 


| philosophy, and medical science, not one step, 


in their calling, knowledge ofan entirely diffe- | 


rent nature ; 
ual, being an entirely different one. 

Nor can the metaphysical, 
supernatural dreams which idle and egotisti- 
cal minds have woven together, respecting the 


absolute internal nature of the corporeal or- | 
ganism, life, excitability, sensibility, and repro- | 


duction, and the nature of the soul considered 
by itself, be of any greater service to them, 
which of the ontologic systems as to the inter- 
nal, undiscoverable nature of the human soul 


their object, the living individ- | 


mystical, and 


even the smallest, has been gained towards an 
a priori knowledge, either of the vitality of 
the corporeal organization, or of the intellec- 
tual power, (the soul) acting within it. All 
bombast of senseless words and phrases heaped 


up for pretended demonstrations of it—all the 





could be serviceable to the teacher, and bring | 
deep in the designs of Creative Deity, far, far, 


He may lose himself in the infinite crowd of | beyond the bounds of human comprehension. 


his noble task to a successful termination ? 


abstract speculations, as to the ego and non 
égo, a8 to the absolute nature of the soul which 


an excess of self-complacency has evolved | 
a Haller,a Blumenbach, a Weisberg, &c., un- 


from the heated brains of crowds of sophists 
of every age, but he can apply none of these 
extravagant refinements usefully, so as to re- 
ward his trouble. It never was granted to 
mortal to penetrate the nature of the human 
soul d priori. 

The wise instructor is convinced of this— 
he spares himself this useless labor, in order 
to acquire all possible knowledge of his object 
a posteriori from what the soul has made evi- 
dent by its actual phenomena from experimen- 
tal psychology. He can know nothing more 
of the subject while here below, nor does he 
heed to. 

So, teo, in medicine, the principle which 
binds the component parts of the human body 
together in life, in so wonderful an organism, 





| 





dexious, wandering speculations of sophists, 
absnt these undiscoverable objects, are always 
i vain, and have always been odious to the 
modest feelings of the true sage. 

Nor can any way be so much as imagined, 
by which we could arrive at this knowledge. 

Never, never, will a mortal force to light, 
even the smallest part of that which is hidden 


All, then, that the physician can know of 
his object, the vital organism all that he needs 
to know, is confined to what the wisest of us, 


derstood, and taught, as Physiology, and what 
may be called the experimental science of vi- 
tality,—namely, what are the phenomena 
| which take place in the healthy human body, 
' which are obvious to the senses, and what are 
their relations to each other,—the unanswer- 
able question. How they take place ? is to- 
tally excluded. 

I pass over to Pathology, in which the same 
theorizing spirit, which confused the heads of 
metaphysical physiologists, has produced a 
similar improper desire to ascertain the inter- 
nal nature of diseases, or the principle by 
which the diseases of the organism become 
diseases. This they named, the nezt internal 
cause, 





28 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOM(CEOPATHY. 





No mortal has a clear idea of what is thus 
sought after. Much less is any created being 
capable of fancying a way in which he canar- 
rive at a view of the interior state which con- 
stitutes in itself the essence ofa disease. And 
yet, a crowd of self-important sophists have 
taken it on themselves to affect a seer’s vis- 
ions in this matter. 


(To be Continued.) 


Homeopathy disapproves of artificial saliva- 
tion, of the continued use af so called tonics, 
of emmenagogues, of anti-bilious and ape- 
rient and other palliative medicines. 

(Continued.) 

They may act as stimulants and irritants, 
and thus produce atemporary artificial strength 
but this strength will not last, and, on the con- 
trary, be followed by a proportionate increase 
of weakness, unless the tonic given is adapted 
for the whole disorder. But the effects of 
these tonics, particularly when continued for 
a long time, as it is usually done, are not con- 
fined to a mere palliation, but are besides apt 
to develope al] such symptoms, which eacb,of 


them is capable of producing in the hegan 


frame. In that respect they become deciacd- 
ly injurious ; and it cannot escape the obser- 
vant practitioner that frequently new com- 
plaints, both acute and chronic, such as affec- 
tions of the liver and spleen, chronic head- 
ache, feverishness, loss of appetite, costiveness, 
weakness of digestion, &c., are artificially in- 
duced by a wrongly chosen or by the long 
continued use of an appropriate tonic. Such 
effects are particularly conspicuous in persons 





who are constitutionally of relaxed fibre and 


C. Emmenagogues, or such medicines whick 
excite or promote the menstrual discharge — 
Homeopathy does not approve of these medj- 
cines, particularly in chronic cases, when ap. 
plied for the purpose of inducing the first ap. 
pearance or the re-appearance and increase 
of that function. The latter may be suddenly 
suppressed by a variety, of physical and mon 
causes, and thus give rise to many serious 
acute symptoms. In such recent cases the 
medicines in question, if givenin proper doses 
and correctly chosen according to the exi- 
gency of the individual case, may, in an other. 
wise healthy person, be of decided advantage. 
But in chronic cases such derangement js 
scarcely ever more than one symptom of a 
general disorder, and a permanent improve. 
ment cannot be expected, unless the whole 
disorder is radically ameliorated by an appr. 
priate constitutional treatment. If medicines 
such as aloes, savin, madder, rue, steel, ergot 
of rye, asafeetida, &c., are given in those cases, 
they may effect the appearance of the func. 
tion for one or several times ; but, unless the 
medicine given happens to have a specific re- 
lation to the whole disorder, its effects will 
only by palliative, and like all other palliatives 
in chronic disorders, will render the original 
complaint much more obstinate and difficult 
tocure. Should even, as it is sometimes the 
case, these palliatives succeed in re-estal 
iishing that important function permanently, 
the consequence generally is, that other 
symptoms arise instead of the former derange 
ment, and give a new character to the origi- 
nal disorder. But frequently these medicines 
utterly fail of producing even a palliative ef 
fect, and when then persisted in for a long 
time will display their own effects, and pro- 


tissues, and in whom vital power is generally | duce artificial chronic disorders of various 
little able to resist the hostile influence of | ;inds. Thus patients are frequently met with 
powerful tonics. The not unfrequently adop- | whose health has been permanently deranged 
ted opinion that these medicines have a tend- by the effects of the various preparations of 
ency to promote the cohesion of the living jron, iodine, conium, and other emmepi 
animal fibre, because they have that effect on | gogues, given with a view of curing a derange- 
skins, pieces of intestine, &c., when im- ment of thé important fanction in question 
mersed and kept in bitter and astringent li- | Homeopathy always considers such derange- 
quids, scarcely deserves a refutation. Itisa ment as a very important symptom of the dis 
mere chemical and mechanical process, inap- order, but never proceeds against it exclv- 
plicable to the living organism ; and as the | sively : on-the contrary, induces, by re-esta 
rela xed state of the fibre does not depend upon | lishing the general health of the patient, the 
a mere mechanical and chemical -zlteration, | conditions of a natural and healthful regular- 
but upon a change in the state of vital powers, | ity, 

any tonic medicine given with that view must! ). Anti-biliows Medicines. Every unpro- 
necessarily disappoint the expectation of the | fessional person makes use of the word biliows 
practitioner. and sincerely believes that its meaning is too 





—_— 
simple 
or any 
haps, i 
a term 
a less 
which 
er amc 
is scar 
tive or 
cal or 
ted wi 
thirty | 
the cal 
heir to 


aumbe 


ingly, 
aration 
tion 0 
such 
as the} 
public 
impres 
functic 


tempel 
neo-m 
vitiates 
of spiri 
of the: 
Britain 


chronic 
ment | 
thus re 
very li 
causes, 
duce oft 


THE AMERICAN JOURN 


AL OF HOM(CEOPATHY. 29 








simple to be misunderstood either by himself | 
or any one else. And yet there is not, per- | 
haps, in the whole range of practical medicine | 
a term which has been more misused, to which | 
a less clear and precise idea is attached, and 
which has been the indirect cause of a great- 
er amount of injury to health and life. There | 
js scarcely a functional disorder of the diges- | 
tive organs or a temporary sensation of physi- 
cal or mental discomfort, which is not decora- 
ted with that convenient name. Twenty or 
thirty years ago the habit of accusing bile as_ 
the cause of almost all the “ ills that flesh is | 
heir to,” was in its acme,and the greater 
aumber of complaints were treated accord- 
ingly, with calomel and other mercurial prep- 
arations ; and though the well informed por- 
tion of the profession now discountenance 
such random practice, (not so much, however, 
as they ought to do,) yet the unprofessional 
public at large still labour under the strange | 
impression, that derangement of the biliary | 
functions is the great cause of the majority of 
minor acute and chronic disorders, and that | 
the best means they can adopt, is the use of so | 
called anti-bilious medicines. 
The principal causes of affections “of the 
biliary system are high ranges of atmospheric 
temperature, hot climate, a sanguine, sangui- 
neo-melancholic and irritable temperament, 
vitiated mode of living, particularly the abuse 
of spirits, violent mental emotions, &c. None 
of these conditions exactly apply to Great 
Britain, where so called bilious complaints, 
and so called anti-bilious medicines are most 
in vogue, and particularly not to the female 
portion of its inhablitants who are the princi- 
pal martyrs to both. But the real fact is, that | 
nine cases-out of ten of derangement of the 
functions of the liver, are merely artificial 
products, brought on by the abuse of mercu- 
rials and similar medicines given for alterna- 
tive, purgative and other purposes. They, as 
well as all other kinds of purgatives, have 
an intensely stimulating influence on the liver 
and biliary system, and if their use is contin- 
ued for any length of time, as it is generally 
done, from earliest infancy through all periods 
of life, they cannot fail of producing finally 
chronic irritation of the liver, and derange- 
Ment in the secretion of bile. The organs 
thus rendered artificially susceptible, become 
very liable to be affected by slight morbific 
causes, which might in other persons pro- 
duce other symptoms, but in individuals thus 





”) 





affected produce the train of symptoms gene- 
rally known as bilious. This induces peo- 
ple to have recourse to their habitual anti-bil- 
ious medicines. The great cause which 
keeps up these erroneous ideas and practices 
in all classes of the community, from the low- 
est to the highest, is, that mercurials and other 
so called anti-bilious medicines give, either 
through their direct purgative properties or 
because they are followed by purgative medi- 
cines, temporary relief by a strong derivation 
upon the alimentary canal, This is particu- 
larly the case in many minor intercurrent dis- 
orders, especially of the digestive functions; 
and persons who either primitively, or artifi- 
cially in consequence of former abuse of mer- 
cury and other medicines, suffer froma chron- 
ic affection of the liver, generally find relief 
from them when such affection is temporarily 
aggravated by physical or moral causes, But 
like all other palliatives, they create a great 
liability to a return of these symptoms and in- 
crease the disorder itself in intensity. The 
consequence is, that through the effect of 
these anti-bilious medicines, and the artificial 
state induced by them, a great portion of the 
inhabitants of the British Islands are habit- 
ually kept in a peculiar state between health 
and sickness, and of physica] and mental dis- 


| comfort ; and there is no doubt, that at one 


time the mania of suicide, for which England 
was proverbial, (morbus anglicus,) was in a 
great measure produced by artificial derange- 
ment of the functions of the liver through anti- 
bilious and purgative medicines, It is indeed 
surprising to the reflecting observer, to see 
how these people, to whom Nature has im- 
parted the finest constitutions in the world, 
seem to be bent upon ruining their health and 
rendering life uncomfortable by their unprin- 
cipled abuse of medicine, and there is no 
doubt that, if the unfortunate term dilious, and 
with it the vague ideas attached to it could 
be altogether banished, the opinions on the 
healthiness of the British climate would be 
greatly changed in its favor and public health 
wonderfully. All those medicines which are 
usually called anti-bilious, exercise a power- 
ful influence not only on the biliary system, 
but on the frame in general, and they scarcely 
ever fail of developing numerous artificial 
complaints which are exceedingly difficult to 
cure, particularly those which are the insid- 
ious effects of mercury. ‘To point only a few 
of them, which the unsuspecting patient at- 
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tributes to any other rather than the right 
cause, we mention periodical headaches, 
chronic affections of the liver, spleen, stomach 
and intestines, particularly piles, acidity of the 
stomach, weakness of digestion, parched feel- 
ing of the mouth, foul tongue, bad taste, joss 
of appetite, costiveness or chronic diarrhea, 
low spirits, &c. Homeopathy, therefore, re- 
jects the common indiscriminate use of so 
called anti-bilious medicines. 

1. Because they create derangement of the 
liver and biliary system where it does not pre- 
viously exist. 

2. Because they act, when it does exist, 
only as temporary palliatives and create a 
great liability to a return of the same symp- 
toms upon slight causes. 

3. Because they produce in addition nume- 
rous aitificial complaints. fa 

E. Furgative Medicines. It is a well known 
pysiological fact, that in the healthy body the 
function of alvine evacuation is, next to the 
secretion of urine, perhaps the most subordi- 
nate, of which nature herself takes proper 
charge, as much as it is required for every 
individual constitution, if not interfered with 
by disease or improper medica] treatinent. A 
very erroneous opinion, and one which is deep- 


ly rooted in the ideas of the inhabitants of the 
British Isles, is, that a regular daily evacua- 
tion is absolutely necessary for the preserva- 
of health and the proper performance of other 
functions of the human body. This is a mere 
gratuitous assumption which daily experience 


does not in any way justify. The function in 
question is so much influenced by the mode 
of living, temperament, constitution, state of 
the mind, the state of the atmosphere, and 
many minor circumstances of daily occur- 
rence in ordinary life, that we find in few 
persons, even in the best state of health, a 
perfect daily regularity of bowels ; nay, we ob- 
serve, on the contrary, that in the healthiest 
people generally from two to four days and 
more intervene between their alvine motions, 
and yet they enjoy health, and live to an old 
age. Of this we have numerous instances in 
our own country among those who have nei- 
ther time, money nor inclination to think 
much on the subject, and particularly among 
the inhabitants of the Continent of Europe, 
who in general are less scrupulously careful 
about their health than our countrymen, and 
trust more to Nature than to medicine. We, 
therefore, maintain that the function of the 
bowels, under ordinary circumstances, is per- 
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formed by Nature alone as much and as regu. 
larly as the individual constitution of every 
person requires, unless deranged by disease o; 
the habit of takimg aperient medicine. Then 
certainly are numerous cases on record, tha 
persons have died of inflammation of the how. 
els, the consequence of suppression of alving 
evacuations. But these cases generally de. 
pend upon some mechanical obstacle in o 
near those organs brought on by other disea. 
ses, or they are the consequence of inordinai 
torpidity, produced by abuse of aperient medi. 
cine. But afterall, even such cases are of 
exceedingly rare occurrence, and a very grea 
exception, when compared to the number of 
persons, who, in dread of such consequences 
have recourse to the habitual use of aperients ; 
in fact, the common assertion that a person is 
in constant danger of inflammation of the 
bowels, unless they are moved with great reg. 
larity, is merely gratuitous and may frighten 
the weak-minded and silly, but can have very 
little effect upon a person who makes use of 
his reason and common sense. 

Habitual castiveness of bowels, in nine caxs 
out‘op ven, the consequence of the improper ux 
of aperient medicine ; and the root of the evi! 
is generally laid in the tender frame of the 
child as soon as he sees the ight of the world, 
By a long established custom, which no re. 
son whatever justifies, every infant immed- 
ately after his birth is treated to a dose of ape- 
rient medicine. This is,in the first place, 
unnecessary and contrary to nature, inasmuch 
as the mother’s milk, by a wise provision, has 
at that period a sufficiently relaxing effect 
evacuate the contents of the infant’s bowels. 
It is the same inal] animals; and whoever 
thinks of giving an aperient to a kitten, a pup, 
a calf, a colt, or any other young animal! 
Giving birth to a child is in itself a simple 
healthy act, and as such does not require any 
kind of medicine for either mother or child; 
and if disease supervenes in either of then, 
we may fairly assume, that in many cases it 
has been brought on artificially by unneces- 
sary drugging. We would therefore advise 
every mother to make use of her good sense, 
and oppose herself peremptorily to such ul- 
reflecting random practice of nurses, The 
physician ought alone to decide, upon sound 
principles, whether or not medicine of any de- 
scription is required during the act of partu- 
rition or afterwards, where both mother and 
child are exceedingly sensitive to its effects, 
and where serious accidents are so apt to st- 
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wer of the bowels by restoring the dimin- 
ished tone of the muscular fibre, would leave 
off the use of aperients altogether, and take a 
jays the foundation for future costiveness. | glass of cold fresh spring water night and 
The tender surface of the infant’s intestinal | morning, or if necessary, have recourse to 
canal, which has never been in contact with | simple injections of tepid, or better, cold wa- 
any outward influence, is at that time exceed- ter; living at the same time upon a proper 
ingly susceptible, and aperient medicine must | mixture of animal and vegetable food, and ta- 
as such, necessarily create a temporary irrita- | king sufficient exercise in the open air, they 
tion in these organs. Not to mention other | would have avery fair chance of arriving at 
frequent consequences, such as colic, con- | that degree of regularity which their constitu- 
stant crying, restlessness, convulsions, vomi- | tion requires, and which they have vainly at- 
ting, bleeding from the bowels and urinary | tempted to attain by aperient medicine. 
organs, which are generally attributed to any| 4. Because all aperient medicines exercise 
but the right cause, we advert only to the ef- | ‘heir influence, not only on the bowels, but alse 
fects of the reaction which takes place after | on the stomach and liver and on the frame in 
undue irritation, namely, proportionate inac- | general.—On considering what has been al- 
tivity, which is generally again counteracted | ready said on the subject of anti-bilious and 
by another occasional aperient administered | purgative medicines, the intelligent reader 
either to the mother or child. The infant will give his assent to our assertion, that the 
who escapes with the one orthodox dose and is | disordered state of the digestive organs, which 
left to Nature afterwards, may fairly overcome | is so common in these countries, is in a great 
its consequences, but if he goes through the | measure owing to the abuse of these medi- 


pervene in consequence of its wrong applica- 
tion, In the next place, giving aperient med- 
icine to the infant is reprehensible, because it 





ordeal of successive aperients, and conse- 
quently successive primary irritation and sxe- 
ondary inactivity of the bowels, it cannot be 
surprising, if these organs soon incline to ha- 
bitual torpidity. ‘The watchful anxiety of the 
mother does the rest, and attends with scru- 
pulous care to this artificial regularity of bow- 
els; and thus we observe innumerable per- 
sons affected with habitual costiveness who 
owe this disposition to the first customary dose 
of aperients given immediately after birth. 
But should even people perchance escape 
such systematic artificial attendance to the 
bowels in their infancy, it is rare that in after 
life they do not contract the habit of taking 
aperient medicine ; partly, because these 
drugs are cheap and easily administered, and 
frequently followed by a temporary feeling 
of relief, general lightness and increased ap- 
petite. Homeopathy objects to the habitual 
use of aperients. 

1. Because they are unnecessary, inasmuch 
as Nature herself takes sufficient care of that 
function in healthy people, if not improperly 
interfered with. 

2. Because they invariably create a tendency 
to costiveness, in consequence of inactivity of 
the bowels which is the necessary effect of 
reaction after previous excitement. 

3. Because they afford at best only temporary 
relief and never cure the disorder radically. 
If people in the absence of better means, cal- 
culated to strengthen the proper propelling 





& 


cines, and that frequently such disorders as ir- 
ritation, enlargement, induration and torpidity 
of the liver, want of regular appetite, bad taste 
and parched feeling in the mouth, weakness 
of digestion, so called bilious affections, pain 
in the stomach, flatulency, piles, various dis- 
eased states of the rectum, sick headache, &c., 
are either the mere consequence of such 
abuse, or are more or less complicated with 
the effects of these medicines. It is unneces- 
sary to dwell longer on the subject for the 
present, and we shall only add, that in order 
to ensure a radical cure of costiveness, it is 
necessary either to treat the whole disorder, of 
which it is only one symptom, by appropri- 
ate medicines, or in case of local torpor, the 
consequence of former abuse of medicine, to 
adopt such measures as are calculated to 
strengthen the tone of the muscular fibre, and 
thus restore the natural propelling power of 
the bowels. — Concise View, g-c. 


REFORM IN MEDICINE. 


The allopathic school of medicine, deter- 
mined on a systematic opposition to the pro- 
gress of Homeopathy, are excluding them- 
selves, by every means in their power, not only 
from the confidence of the community, but 
from all participation in the benefits which a 
more edlightened and liberal policy would con- 
fer. Every step they take is removing them 
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farther from popular favor, and the true means 
of reforming their practice; and from a know- 
ledge of truth of inestimable value to the phy- 
sician. They seem to be ignorant that their 
own system, which has for centuries been sus- 
tained by a succession of false theories and 
speculations, now totters toa final fall; and if 
they will not examine the claims of homcopa- 
thy to their consideration, they must see the 
rottenness and pending ruin of allopathy— 


while the conservative ground they would fain | 
occupy, will prove to them a barren desert. 
While this is true of the school as a body, at | 





**Many are terrified and enraged, and, like 
Demetrius, and the craftsmen of old, are cyring 
some one thing and some another, for they ar 
confused as well as confounded.” 

“TI think you must ‘go on.’ If you, o 
some one else, does not go on in this direction, 
medicine is, I think, in danger of being utter\y 
prostrated as a science and as a profession.” — 

“ On the subject of the present state of thera. 
peutical knowledge and practice, the grea 
point seems to me to inculcate the necessity of 
giving up empirical prescribing, and as far a 
possible prescribing and treating upon the 


keast in this country, many master spirits in | general broad principles which have been laid 


the profession have adopted a different and 
far wiser course. Conscious that practical 


medicine as it is, cannot be sustained, and | 


ought not to be, they are, with enlightened 
minds, and honest purposes, looking their diffi- 
culties in the face, and casting about for means 
of reformation and improvement. 

And to this it must come at last, Says one 


of Dr. Forbes correspondents: “ with regard to | 


your proposed reformation of practical physic, 


I hardly know how to begin. The subject is | 
#0 extensive, and my own ideas so crude and 
undigested, that I shall now attempt to say | 
little more than that 1 feel there is abundant | 


room for reform in allopathy, and that you 
have certainly strongly and strikingly pointed | 
out its most glaring defects, and by thus afford-| fess what I know, in regard to the proper 


ing food for reflection and consideration, have 
given a clue for the elaboration of some clear 
and definite ameliorations.” 

“ That the projected reformation is directly 
calculated to affect the interests of mere apothe- 
caries and also of all quacks in and out of the 
profession—nay, that it is calculated to curtail 
the numbers and limit the services of qualified 
medical men, cannot be concealed or denied. 
But whoever would cavil at your article, your 
Statements, and at the reform you suggest and 
advocate, on the ground that the adoption of 
the proposed plans would affect the pecuniary 
interests, present or future, of himself, his pro- 
fession, his trade, is,to say the very least, a 
man whose opinion or opposition may be easily 
disregarded.” 

“Many quite coincide with your views ; 
many deprecate, not your views, but your ar- 
ticle (publication of them;) their disapproba- 
tion, summing itself up in the complaint of the 
Ephesian of old, ‘Sirs our craft is in danger,’ 
and bitterly complaining of the mischief and 
danger that might accrue, should the public be- 
come indoctrinated with such principles. 








down and ascertained as truth.” What these 
general broad principles are, does not appear. 
If they are laid down in the books, another of 
these correspondents has not ascertained (icir 
truth; for, he says: “I am sure we want 
something to help us and to right us, for ex. 
cessive bleeding, continual raking of the bow. 
els by purges, and indiscriminate mercuriali- 
zation of the system, causes more diseases than 
they cure. Injurious as these measures prove, 
viniess temperately and very carefully applied, 
they are nevertheless regarded by those firs 
from the schools as the great and chief re- 
sources against the most frequent diseases. | 
involve my own past errors and early notions 
in making this statement, and am free to con- 


and successful treatment of many chronic (is- 


| eases, I have found out by experience, ani 


was ignorant of them at first starting in prac- 
tice.” 

‘‘In common, I believe with every one who 
has at all studied and treated practically the 
conservative and reparative powers of nature, 
the effects of medicines, and the often incalcv- 
lably vague and doubtful grounds on which 
the presumed virtues of many or most drugs 
rest,—the announcements in your article did 
not entirely take me by surprise.” 

Professor Bartlett of the University of Mary- 
land says: ‘It is melancholy to think what 
an enormous aggregate of suffering and c2- 
lamity has been occasioned by a disregard of 
the axiom I have quoted. Our means for the 
direct removal of disease are limited in extent, 
but it is not so with owr power to augment and 
to cause it; this is unlimited. Difficult as it 
may be to cure, it is always easy to poison and 
to kill, We may well congratulate ourselves 
and society, that the primary and fundamental 
truths of which I have been speaking, are find- 
ing their right position, and producing their re- 


» 





THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMCEOPATHY. 


33 








NEURALGIA. 


Few varieties of disease are more trouble- 
some to treat, than some of the neuralgias ; and 
under the allopathic mode of treatment, they 
are often incurable. Barbarously painful as 
their practice usually is in such cases, it is ]a- 
mentable that after all,either the patient is 
forced to abandon them, or they are compelled 
to quit him in a worse state than when they 
found him. Venesection, leeching, dividing 
the nerves by the knife, destroying the vitality 
of the parts by the actual cautery,—the use of 
mercury to the extent of salivation,—large do- 
ses of quinine, iron, strychnia, &c., are among 
the most common methods resorted to in the 
treatment of this class of diseases, and yet 
probably not one case in an hundred has eser 
been cured by all the heroism thus displayed ; 
and if perchance the disease, under this mode 
of treatment appears to have yielded, ten to one 
that it is merely displaced or exchanged for 
another—for a longer or shorter period—which 
undermines the whole constitution, and sub- 
jects the patient toa miserable existence of con- 
tinual suffering. In the treatment of ¢his class 
of disases, at least, the old school physicians 
have no settled principle or law by which they 
attempt acure. Here, pathology, upon which 
they pretend so much to rely in the application 
of medicines to disease, and of which they un- 
justly and falsely accuse us of ignorance and 
disregard, avails them not at all ; the pathology 
of tic dowlowreux and of many other varieties 
of neuralgias, is at the present day very little 


salts; and that long abused humanity is likely 
at no very remote period, to be finally delivered 
from the abominable atrocities of wholesale and 
indiscriminate drugging.” 

“How are these things to be remedied ?” 





human system. These attained, then let the 
physician bring to his aid all his previous ac- 
quirements in Anatomy, Physiology, Pathol- 
egy, Symptomatology, g-c., (and the mure he 
has the better,) and he is prepared to treat, 
scientifically and intelligently this, and all other 
forms of disease. 

The above remarks are suggested by a re- 
cent case of neuralgia which came under my 
care, and which I will now briefly relate. 

Mr. T—, a middle-aged gentleman of this 
city, was attacked in the month of October 
last, with neuralgia in the head. The pain 
came on early in the morning, increased in se- 
verity all day, in the evening caused drowsi- 
ness, and finally was succeeded by profound 
sleep; though when awakened at any hour of 
the night he still felt the pain. 

For two weeks he kept about his business, 
though under medical treatment. He was 
Leeched, took purgative doses of Calomel fol- 
| lowed by Magnesia, Iron, 4-c., in successive 
| doses, and these again followed by Sulph. 
Quinine and Salicine in combination of two 
grain doses each, several times a day,—not 
failing to receive a purgative as often as every 
secon night. 

Finding no relief, he confined himself to his 
house, and mostly to his room for one month ; 
his allopathic attendant, plying him all the 
while, with the above named remedies, together 
with others I have forgotten. The disease siill 
continuing, without any sensible change, and 
tired of the house, he dragged himself once 
more to his store, and continued his drugging 
system some two or three weeks longer. 

By this time the patient became feeble, pale 
and emaciated; but sad to relate, the neuralgia 
remained the same. 

Worn out with pain and perfectly disheart- 
; ened—by the urgent solicitation of his family— 





understood—they are neither produced by, nor | he applied to me on the 22d of December, up 
do they cause any appreciable organic lesion, | to which, his prejudices against homeopathy, 
necessarily. Hence the allopathic treatment | were of the most bitter character. 

of all this class of maladies is purely empiricism, | On a careful examination of all his symp- 
and that of the very worst kind; for here the | toms, I found Arsenicum album indicated, and 
experience of old women, (upon whose expe- | accordingly he received three powders, contain- 
rience much of allopathic practice is founded) | ing a few globules saturated with the 30th at- 
has not been successful in arriving at any cer- | tenuation of this drug, one of which he was to 
tain curative, nor is it probable that the old | take every twelve hours. At the expiration of 
school physician will, unless by accident, soon | thirty-six hours, he was entirely free from pain ; 
meet with any better success in combatting this | and up to this time he has had no return. 


disease., For him, two things are necessary ; 
first, the recognition of the only law of cure, 
Similia similibus, and secondly, a knowledge 
of the effects of pure medicine on the healthy 


Thus was a most formidable and painful dis- 
ease, which had resisted allopathic treatment, 
applied, we are bound to believe, with as much 
skill and science as that school is capable of ap- 
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plying medicine to that form of disease, fo 
more than two months, cured in the short space 
of thirty-six hours, with three, and only three 
doses of the 30th dilution of Arsenicum album ! 

Comment is unnecessary, and I will close by 
simply remarking that this is by no means a 
solitary, or uncommon case ; but many similar 
instances of rapid and permanent cures of this 
painful malady may be found by consulting the 
experience of a homeopathic physician. 

I will only add that my patient, with “ all 
his house” have become thorough converts to 


homceopathy. 
J. TAYLOR, M.D. 
N. Y. (137 Prince-St.) May 24th, 1847. 


— 


ALLOPATHIC SCIENCE. 


Messrs Epirors : 

Were it not for the amount of suffering 
they cause, we should be inclined to laugh at 
the blunders our allopathic brethren now and 
then make in attempting to imitate us in the 
use of medicine. And as it is, I am half in- 
clined to relate the following little incident, 
which has recently come to my knowledge. 
But my object should be, not so much to cause 
laughter, as to show the danger of meddling 
with tools, of the use of which we are entirely 
ignorant. 

A lady of this city had been requested by a 
friend at a distance, to procure for her a vial 
of the tincture of Aconite. It was placed on 
the mantle in her bed-chamber. The lady 
having been for a long time in delicate health, 
had occasion to send for her family physician, 
Dr. M. 

Dr. M. not being at hand, it became neces- 
sary to callin Dr. W., who, after a little con- 
versation with his patient, by chance espied the 
vial of Aconite on the mantle. ‘ Madam,” 
says he, “I think you had better take ten drops 
of this tincture of Aconite every two hours ;” 
and forthwith proceeded to administer the first 
dose, and then left, having replaced the vial 
on the mantle. After the dose had been re- 
peated once or twice, most violent symptoms of 
the drug were produced—especially those of 
the head, such as vertigo, sensation of intoxi- 
cation—pain, with fullness and pressure. 

In the course of the day, Dr. M., the family 
physician arrived, and he too, had the profes- 
sional accumen to discover the vial of Aconite 
as it stood on the mantle, and after a little con- 
versation with his patient, said, “Madam, I 





would advise you to take a little of this tinct. 
of Acon., which I see you have here.” 

“Excuse me, Dr. if you please,” said the 
lady, **I have been taking that already, ani 
feel very much worse.” 

“ Ah, indeed, have you,?” said Dr. M., « by 
whose advice ?” 

“By Dr W’s,” responded the patient. 

“Well, it is rather remarkable,” 
Dr. M., 
mind.” 

Some other prescription was made instead of 
the Aconite, and the physician left. 

Such blunders ; and they are made oftener 
than is generally wot of, should teach these al. 
lopathic physiciansa useful lesson. The truth 
is, this gentleman had heard through the me- 
dium of some homeopathic patient, that bo- 
meopathic physicians, cure this that and the 
other disease, with Aconite—it being a meii- 
hine often indicated, when properly attenuated 
and diluted, and seeing it stand before them— 
without any knowledge of its action on the 
hyman system,—without knowing when it is 
indicated, or in what doses it is beneficial, but 
merely because it stood before them, prescribed 
it in this case, and as it proved in almost fatal 
doses! Such is the scientific practice of men, 
who are unsparing in their denunciations of 
homa@opathy and homeopathists—who ceas 
not to call us all, knaves and fools—of men who 
have combined, under the name of “ Acadewy 
of Medicine,” for the express purpose of put- 
ting down homeopathy! “ Procul, O procul: 
este profani.” T. 


replied 
“that we should both be of the sam 


THE WESTERN LANCET. 


EDITED BY L. M. LAWSON, M. D., 


Professor of General and Pathological Anat- 
omy and Physiology in Transylvania 
University. 


We have received in exchange, the May 
number of this Journal, and we are pleased Wo 
find in the Editor, an opponent to the doctrines 
and practice of homaopathy who has undoubt- 
edly thoroughly examined the one and _ sul)jec- 
ted to a fair trial the other; for he condemns 
both with that confidence and tone of author- 
ity, not easily assumed by a man in search of 
truth, who is ignorant of the subject he denou- 
ces. And hence we are curious to Jearn, and it 
cannot but interest his readers to be informed by 
what means of examination and by what pro- 





cess of experimentation he has so conclusively 
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arrived at the conviction, that homeopathy is 
«nonsense, irrational and untrue—a system 


he devoid of one straggling ray of reason ?” 

nd Homeopathy employs very many medicines 
such as are used by the Allopathist. What is 

by there objectionable in this? Homeopathy pre- 
scribes medicines, the effect of which are simi- 

jar to those of the disease for which they are 

ied iven. Will the learned professor demonstrate 

me 


the ‘ falsity’ of this ‘ premise P 
Homeopathy administers medicines, un- 
> mixed. Isthis sound ‘philosophy’ or is it trans- 
cendental moonshine ?” 
Homeopathy administers remedial agents in 
* a form nearly allied to other disturbing agents 


uth FF with whose effects the Professor is familiar, 
- though he may never have-attempted to demon- 
0 


strate the materiality of the cause, as the con- 
tagious and epidemic miasms, magnetism, &c. 
&e. Would the Lancet denominate this ‘ dy- 
namic nonsense ? 

“ The secretions of one child suffering from 
whooping cough are sufficient to infect a 
whole city.” Is this a tax upon the ‘ creduli/y 
of human nature ? 

One of our hospitals is this moment crowded 
with patients with ship fever, and not many 
of our citizens could be induced to approach it ; 
and yet, the air about the hospital, is as pure, 
for ought the Professor could determine by 
sense of sight, or smell, or chemical process, as 

hat by which he is surrounded, a thousand 
miles distant. How can the ‘ irrationality and 
7 nreasonableness’ of such fear on the part of 

he citizens be made to appear ? 

The editor appears to be more familiar with 

he ‘‘Ideality”” of our system than with the 
“langible philosophy,” of his own, and we beg 
0 refer him to Dr. Forbes and his correspon- 
dents, by whom it, allopathy, is denounced in 
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¥ no measured terms, and this tangible philosophy 

‘stigmatized,’ as ‘authorized quackery,” and reg- 
ar ‘empiricism,’ they being competent judges, 

May deciding from want of fixed principles and their 

od ta own experience. After which we think he 

rines need entertain no apprehension that we shall 

ub liX Up any of the rottenness and the “ abomina- 

je Beadle atrocities” of allopathy, with the purity, 

mins ety and efficiency, which owr examination 

“a and experience in homeopathy has taught it 
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A NEW MODE OF ATTACK ON 
HOMCEOPATHIA. 


A few years ago many of the leading allopa- 
pathic physicians in this country opposed ho- 
mcopathia on the ground of its inefficiency. 
* It does nothing” said they. ‘If cures follow 
its practice, they prove how potent nature is in 
restoring deranged conditions of the human 
system.” This for a time had an influence on 
many physicians, and very many Jaymen; but 
after awhile one and another of the latter, tested 
in their own persons the attenuated drugs, and 
although they had firmly believed the homeo- 
pathic practice a nullity, upon the testimony of 
physicians who had deceived them, by false 
statements of a subject of which they knew 
nothing ; but now these laymen have the dem- 
onstration in their own experience, and in a 
way which would not admit of doubt. It was 
natural to feel that they had been led astray, 
by those who ought to have known better ; 
consequently the most cunning of the allopa- 
thic physicians, saw the necessity for a change 
in the attack; and they now say, with a grave 
look and solemn manner, “ Drugs are capable 
of a high degree of concentration, by which 
their powers are greatly increased, and this is 
the reason why homeopathic medicines effect 
any thing in diseases ; and for this very reason 
they should not be admitted into the human 
system—they are very dangerous—life may be 
destroyed by them.” 


The friends of Homcopathy in Washington, 
D.C., can obtain this Journal, by leaving 
their names with W. Apams, of that city. 


Those who may desire to subscribe for this 
Journal in Boston, may do so at Oris Ciapp’s 
Book Store, 12 School-street. 





Those subscribers who require Nos. 3 and 4 
to complete the First Volume, will be supplied 
in a short time; and those who may want the 
Ist Volume of this Journal, bound, can obtain 
it in a few days, by sending orders to Chas. G, 
Dean, No 2 Ann Street, New York city.— 
Price $1 50, setts unbound $1 00 
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"Fite friends of Homeopathy in Philadelphia 
can have this Journal delivered at their houses, 
on the day of publication, by leaving their 
names with C. L. Rapemacuer, 39 North 
Fourth Street. 





NOTICE.—The American Institute of Home- 
opathy will hold its Four:h Anniversary meeting 
at the Masonic Temple, Tremont-st., Boston, on 
the second Wednesday of June next. at 10 o’clock, 
A.M. 

A Preliminary Meeting will be held at the same 
place, on the previous evening, June 8th, at 8 
o'clock. EDWARD BAYARD, M.D. 

New York, April 22, 1847. Gen’l. Sec. 





OTIS CLAPP, No. 12 School-st., Boston, has 
on hand, and for sale wholesale and retail, a large 
assortment of Liomveopathic Medicines, in tinc- 
tures, triturations, dilutions and globules; arnica 
flowers, sugar of milk, pure alcohol, distilled water, 





HOMCEOPATHIC DISPENSARY AT THE 
Apollo Rooms, 410 Broadway. Open daily (Sup. 
day excepted,) at 12, M. 

Physicians in attendance, Mondays and Thun. 
days, Drs. Kirby and Barlow ; Tuesdays, Dn 
Cook and Snow; Wednesdays and Saturdays 
Drs. Quin and Bowers; Fridays, Drs. Bayard ani 
Allen. 


CLEVELAND HOMCZOPATHIC PHAR. 
MACY. 


Up stairs, corner Superior st. apd Public Square 
B. H. BARTLETT respectfully informs Hp 
meeopathic Physicians, and others, that he has fo: 
sale, warranted, the principal HOMCEOPATHIC 
MEDICINES, in their differerent trituration 
and dilutions ; Pure Spirits of Wine, for preparizy 
and preserving medicines; Distilled water, pre. 
pared for immediate use ; Refined Sugar of Mii, 
Pure Globules or Pellets, Vials, Corks, Diet P:- 
pers and Labels. Arnica Flowers and Amici 
plaster. 

Cases and single vials refilled, and Physician's 














































pellets, ete, Physician's pocket and family cases | anq Family Medicine chests on hand, and put Cou 
of medicines on hand and prepared to order, also | to order, All orders by mail or otherwise for any to then 
a complete assortment vf Homoeopathic Books | of the ahove articles, or for any Homeopathic p.?: All 
which are offered to the trade, and at retail as low lications, prompty attended to. paid) t 
a ee ee J. F.DESILVER, 112 Main St. Cincom, i? — 
Ohio, is the Agent for the West, of the Homep: AMER 
SMITH’S HOMCZOPATHIC PHARMACY. | thie Pharmacy at Leipsic. Physicians and othes — 
No. 488 Broadway, corner of Broome street. | ©@" always be supplied at this establishment wi NEV 
J. T. S. Smith has a large assortment of Homeeo- | PUTe medicines adapted to the homeopathic sj» Bias 
pathic Medicines, in tinctures, triturations, dilu- tem of treatment ; medicine chests suited to lr. Smith, 
tions and globules; Arnica flowers ; Sugar of Milk, Herring’s Domestic Physician ; refined sugar o Radde, 
Pure Alcohol, Distilled Water, Pellets, &c., &c. milk, &c. Also Agent forthe American Joum: CL. 1 
Physician’s Pocket and Family Cases of Medicine | °f Homeopathy edited by Drs. Kirby and Sor BAS (nis cy 
on hand, aiid prepared to order. Homaopathic New York; a semi-monthly publication at on George 
Plasters a substitute for ordinary Court and Ad. | 40llarayear and adapted to lay readers. Myers 
hesive Plaster, and an excellent application for} GENERAL AGENCY of the Central Ho Alden | 
Corns. meopathic Pharmacy at Leipsic for the United Dr. M. 
States, No. 322 Broadway. Wm. Radde respec! W. Ads 
C, L. RADEMACHER, 39 North 4th street, | fully informs Hom. Physicians and the friends 0 Vickery 
between Arch and Cherry streets Philadelphia, | the System, that he is the sole Agent for the Ley Desilve 
Agent for the Leipsic Homeopathic Medicines, | sic Central Homeopathic Pharmacy, and that lt B.H.B 
respectfully informs the Homeopathic Phisicians | has always on hand a good assortment of the best B.M.) 
and the friends of the Homeopathic system, that | Homeopathic Tinctures and Medicines in ther Frankse 
he has always on hand a good assortment of Ho- | different Triturations and Dilutions: also Phys: 
meopathic Medicines in their different prepara- | cian’s Pocket and Family Medicine Cases, cov 
tions, viz : Tinctures, Triturations, Dilutions, and | taining from 27 to 300 vials. Pure Spirits 0 MEE 
medicated Pellets. Wine. Fine Vials, different sizes, and mai ST 
Medicine Chests of different sizes for Physi-|of white glass. Corks. Diet Papers. Labels 
cians, with Tinctures and Triturations, Dilutions, | Homeopathic Chocolate. Arnica Plaster, an °" The. 
or medicated Pellets. Also constantly on hand, | cellent application for Corns. Also an ass« day the 
Family Medicine Chests to suit, Hering’s Domes- | of Hom. Books, in English, German, and Fi of mem 
tic Physician; Laune’s Homeopathic Douvstic | as Jhar’s Manual of Hom. Practive, ia 2 volo, greatest 
Medicine ; Epp’s Domestic Homeopathy ; New-| A. Gerard Hull, M. D. Hahnemann’s Chronic spirit se 
man’s Homeopathic Family Assistant; and the | Diseases, in 5 vols., by Ch. J. Hempel, M. tate its 
Family Guide. Also Refined Sugar of Milk, Al- | Hahnemann’s Materia Medica, 2 vols., by Ch. /. perfect 


cohol, Vials of different sizes, Corks, Labeis, &c. 


Hempel, &c. 
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